
[image: image1.jpg]



                                 Conference Activities Idea
According to Mary Kay Ash, president of Mary Kay Cosmetics, “there are two things people want more than sex and money --- recognition and praise."

My experience suggests that rewards, recognition and appreciation are powerful motivators and given the opportunity to recognize and appreciate ourselves and/or others can be a terrific professional development and personal enrichment opportunity.

At the "Leadership Lessons Learned" conference held in Denver in May of 2000, when women signed in and received their conference packet, they were asked to choose one or more colored leaves of paper. We asked them to write the name of a person (including themselves) who or program that had provided them with a significant leadership/professional/personal development experience. They then placed the leaf on a drawing of a large tree (the paper was about 6' square) that we had placed at the front of the room next to the AAWCC banner. After I welcomed the women to the conference, I asked each of them to introduce themselves and please recognize one of the people or programs that they had identified on a leaf by telling a short story about their appreciation for that person or program. Mothers and teachers and supervisors and friends and NILD's "Leaders" program were among those recognized. Many of the short stories that were recounted were quite moving.

The tone for the conference was established. Our personal exchanges were quite intimate, the panel presenters were very candid and related very personally to the participants, our discussion of "where to go from here" was lively and fruitful.

AAWCC Region XIII Director

Marthanne Edwards
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